
MCF 3MI  Unit #1 

1.5 Tricky Trinomials 

“Tricky Trinomials” refers to polynomials with “a” ≠ 1 the procedure for factoring 

is called “decomposition.  You must find factors that multiply to give you “ac” and 

add to give you “b”.   

 

Example #1:  𝟏𝟐𝒙𝟐 − 𝟓𝒙 − 𝟐 

1st   “ac” = ____ 

 “b” =  ____ 

2nd    Find possible factors of “ac” = ____ 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd  Find which of these factors add to give you “b” = ____ 

 

 

 

 

4th   These are your middle terms:  _______________________________ 

 

5th   Factor by grouping 
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Example #2:  𝟒𝒙𝟐 + 𝟏𝟕𝒙 + 𝟒 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example #3:  𝟐𝟏𝒙𝟐 − 𝟐𝟗𝒙 + 𝟏𝟎 
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Example #4:  𝟒𝒙𝟐 + 𝟐𝟖𝒙 + 𝟒𝟗 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example #5:  𝟔𝒙𝟐 − 𝟏𝟐𝒙 − 𝟏𝟖 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework:  Worksheet #1.5 


